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particularly dangerous work was on hand Clive was the man
entrusted with it.

It was he who led a forlorn hope against the town of Devi-
cotta, and narrowly escaped death when, with 34 Europeans
and 700 sepoys, he was suddenly charged by a great squadron
of native cavalry. Twenty-six men were cut down at Olive's
feet, and he himself was nearly sabred by a ferocious horse-
man, Devicotta was taken, however, by the main body of
the British forces, and then Major Lawrence, with Clive at his
right hand, advanced upon the French and their allies, who
were encamped in the open country near Pondicherry. Here
the English were joined by the native army of Nasir Jung, who
was being supported by the East India Company as the rightful
Subudar, or Viceroy, of the Deccan in opposition to his nephew,
Muzaffir Jung, who was favoured by Dupleix. A great battle
seemed inevitable, but during the night, when the rival armies
faced each other, a quarrel took place between the French
officers and the native Princes, and they returned with their
men to Pondicherry.

Curiously enough, the same thing took place between the
English and their allies. Nasir Jung refused to pay the price
demanded by the officers of the East India Company for their
support, and Major Lawrence, in disgust, left the native army
to fight its own battles, and returned to Fort St. David. It
was a bad bargain for Nasir Jung. He was soon afterwards
attacked by Dupleix, and lost his life in the midst of a disastrous
defeat. The French seized an enormous amount of treasure,
and in return for appointing Muzaffir Jung as Viceroy of the
Deccan, and confirming the position of Chunda Sahib as Nabob
of the Carnatic, the French Company received a grant of
^"40,000 a year, and Dupleix himself was given a present
of ^10,000 a year, with the governorship of many lands and
villages.

Dupleix's ambitions now seemed triumphantly realized.
He had put his pretenders in power over two of the greatest
provinces of India, and both of them knew so well that his